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Introduction 

During 2017 Canadians celebrated the 150th anniversary of Canada.  Since 1867, Canada has 
grown and changed in territory and diversity.  British Columbia joined the Canadian 
Confederation in July1871 and other provinces and territories joined Canada through the past 
century with Nunavut joining as recently as 1999.  In 2017, Canadians came together and 
celebrated what it means to be Canadian.   
 
In July 2016 Saanich Council requested a staff report that outlines a plan to celebrate Canada’s 
Sesquicentennial (150th) anniversary in Saanich.  A working group (Canada 150 Ambassadors) 
from the Saanich Arts, Culture and Heritage (ACH) Advisory Committee collaborated with 
Saanich staff to prepare a plan for the celebration and commemoration of the anniversary within 
the District of Saanich.  The Canada 150 Plan included recommendations for re-branding and re-
purposing annual events held by Saanich over 2017, installation of a time capsule at Saanich 
Municipal Hall, and initiation of a juried public art competition to choose a work of public art that 
commemorates Canada’s 150th anniversary.   
 
Saanich Council subsequently endorsed the Canada 150 Plan presented at their November 28, 
2016 meeting and approved the installation of a Canada 150 public art installation.  The motion 
included the statement that Council: 

 
“Approve installation in 2017 of a Canada 150 themed, outdoor public art 
project in a location to be determined in accordance with the Comprehensive 
Art Policy;” 

 
In preparation for a public art competition as outlined in the “Comprehensive Arts Policy, 2002” a 
jury has been called together to contribute to the call for proposals for the competition, evaluate 
artists’ submissions, and decide on the successful submission.  The public art jury consists of 
three artists, two community members and two Saanich staff members. 
 
As stated in Council’s motion from November 28, 2016 the theme of the public art project is 
“Canada 150”.  The location chosen for the proposed artwork is in Cedar Hill Park at the corner 
of Finlayson Road and Cedar Hill Road in close proximity to the Cedar Hill Arts Centre.  The total 
budget available for the art work is $65,000.00 dollars, inclusive of all expenses and taxes the 
artist may have.  
 
 

Public Art Policy 

The District of Saanich’s Public Art Program Policies are outlined in Section 7 of the Saanich 
Comprehensive Arts Policy, 2002 (www.Saanich.ca/publicart ).   
 
 

http://www.saanich.ca/publicart
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The purpose of the public art program and process is as follows: 

 

Public Art Program Goals: 

 To increase the liveability and attractiveness of the Municipality by making art an on-going 
part of the public environment; 

 To increase public awareness and appreciation of the visual arts; 

 To stimulate the creation of new works and the growth of the visual arts and art related 
businesses within the Municipality; and  

 To provide a mechanism for citizens to be involved in the design of their public environment. 
 

Public Art Process: 

 Ensure that any civic public art project will be chosen through an equitable process and that 
projects are of sufficient value to merit selection; and 

 Acquisition of artworks, and the selection and commissioning of artists and artist’s proposals, 
will be directed through a jury process.  

 

Community Context 

The Municipality of Saanich is named after the First Nation territory and their W̱SÁNEĆ language.  
The word Saanich (W̱SÁNEĆ) has the meaning “emerging land” or “emerging people”.   The 
current municipal boundaries are within the Coast Salish First Nations territory that spans between 
the Gulf Islands and the Gorge waterway and the entire southern tip of Vancouver Island. The 
coastal and inland waters serve as important seasonal hunting and gathering habitat for the Coast 
Salish families living in the area.  
 
Saanich is one Municipality within the Capital Regional District (CRD) on the southern tip of 
Vancouver Island.  It has the largest population of the 13 municipalities within the CRD, spans 
103.44 km2 of the Saanich Peninsula and occupies a major and central area of the region.  Located 
immediately north of the City of Victoria, it shares boundaries with Highlands, View Royal, 
Esquimalt, Oak Bay, and Central Saanich. Saanich is the gateway to the metropolitan core with 
key transportation links to the airport, ferry terminal, Western Communities, Saanich Peninsula, 
and the rest of Vancouver Island.  
 
Approximately half the Municipality is urban and half is rural/agricultural.  Saanich is a place where 
rural and urban life meets; a place with a balance between nature conservation and human 
habitation.  This dual role has influenced the character and development of the community.   

 
The Vision for the future of Saanich presented in the Official Community Plan for the community 
includes the following statement: “Saanich is a sustainable community where a healthy natural 
environment is recognized as paramount for enduring social well-being and economic vibrancy, 
for current and future generations.” Saanich looks to build a strong healthy community that 
encourages a positive identity and a sense of place. Saanich is a community that strives to care 
about and respect the land, its natural features, and the people who lived here before us. 
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Location for Installation 

The site for the proposed public work of art is located in the south east corner of Cedar Hill Park, 
adjacent to Bowker Creek.  (See Location Map below).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Location Map – Site for proposed Canada 150 public art. 
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This site is visible from the front entry to Cedar Hill Recreation and Arts Centre and is located near 
the busy intersection of Finlayson Road and Cedar Hill Road.  The site is also bounded by a path 
that is part of the municipal trail network that leads up the hill into Cedar Hill Park.  Another path 
leads across Bowker Creek to the Recreation and Arts Centre.  
 
The surface of the proposed site is a flat grassy open area.  The space is surrounded by mature 
maple trees.  There is underground electrical and an overhead electrical wire on the periphery of 
the site. The space available for the work of art lies outside of the drip line for the trees and it will 
be necessary to locate any works at least 2m from the underground electrical lines.    
 
Site preparation required for the proposed artwork must be outlined in the proposal e.g. concrete 
footings, gravel base, or other.  Some site preparation may be accommodated by Saanich.  The 
extent of Saanich involvement in site preparation will be determined in coordination with Saanich 
Staff.   

 

Competition Theme 

As directed by Council at their meeting held on November 28, 2016, the theme for the work of 
public art shall be Canada 150. Artists are requested to work within the broad Canada 150 theme 
and the associated themes that were identified by the Government of Canada. 
  
The official Canada 150 themes identified by the Government of Canada, are: 
1. Diversity and inclusion; 
2. Engaging and inspiring youth; 
3. Our environment; and 
4. Reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. 

 
The theme for this project is “Canada 150”. 

 

Applicant Eligibility  

Artists must reside on Vancouver Island, the British Columbia Gulf Islands or within Greater 
Vancouver.    
 

Budget 

The total budget available for the art work is $65,000.00 Canadian dollars, inclusive of all 
expenses and taxes.  The budget for the art work must include (but not be limited to) the cost of 
the following: 

 Design,  

 Production,  

 Delivery, 

 Site preparation (in coordination with 
Saanich), 

 Installation,  

 Other fees, 

 Insurance,  

 Disbursements, and  
Contingency. 



 

__________________________________________________________________ 

       
Applications - Public Art Competition  

6 

 

Competition Review Process 

This will be a two-stage, juried competition conducted under the policy and guidelines of the 
Comprehensive Arts Policy of the District of Saanich www.saanich.ca/publicart. 
 

Stage 1 

Artists are required to submit the following: 

 Resume; 

 Signed application form; 

 Concept proposal with written descriptions and conceptual drawing(s) or image(s);  

 Rationale regarding the connection between the art work, the theme, and the site location; 

 Indication of materials to be used and other pertinent details; and  

 Documentation of previous work.  
 (See Schedule Two – Stage One Application Form).  

 
The jury will assess submissions on:  
i.  Consistency with the competition theme and parameters;  
ii.  Artistic merit; 
iii. Practicability and quality of the submission;  

 The Jury will consider whether the proposed art work can realistically be constructed to 
the standard being proposed given the budget, and will it function as the artist proposes.  

iv. Quality of previous work; 

 The Jury realizes that not everyone making a submission will have previous experience 
creating and installing public art.  However, consideration of the artist’s knowledge of their 
particular art form, the quality of their previous work, and the level of detail of their 
submission will give a sense of whether they would likely be able to complete a project as 
presented, on budget and on time. 

v. Appropriateness of the work to the chosen site; and 

 The work should take into consideration the surroundings.  Examples of questions to 
consider are whether the site is isolated, or highly visible; indoors or outdoors; next to an 
area of high speed traffic, or a calm protected area.   

vi. Durability, maintenance needs and public safety (if applicable).  

 How well will the art work fair over time and against any possible vandalism.  Could the 
art work pose a risk to a person. 

 
The submissions recommended by the jury will go forward as semi-finalists to Stage Two. A 
maximum of three (3) artists will be chosen to proceed to Stage Two. 

 

  

http://www.saanich.ca/publicart
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Stage 2 

Stage Two considers detailed artist proposals.  Each of the three (3) finalists will receive an 
honorarium of $300 to help defray the costs of the required submission. Finalists will be asked to 
submit the following: 

i.  Detailed proposal with drawings to scale,  
ii.  Proposed timeline for work,  
iii. Proposed materials,  
iv. Engineering (if any) and installation requirements, and  
v.  Detailed budget.  

 
The finalists will also be asked to meet with the jury to present and discuss their proposals.  The 
Jury will assess the submissions on the same criteria as stage one. 
 

i. Consistency of the submission with the theme and parameters of the proposal call;  
ii. Artistic excellence; 
iii. Practicability and quality of the submission;  
iv. Previous experience including the ability of the artist to complete the project; 
v. Appropriateness to the chosen site; and 
vi. Durability, maintenance & public safety (if applicable). 

 
The District of Saanich Canada 150 Public Art Jury reserves the right to not name a 
winner for this competition, if the submissions are deemed to not satisfactorily address 
the standards noted above. 
 

Jury 

Following Saanich Council’s Public Art Policy the Public Art Jury is to be composed of artists, 
representative from the community and staff.  The Jury for Canada 150 includes three (3) artists, 
two (2) representatives from the greater Saanich community, one (1) staff representative from 
Saanich Parks & Recreation Department and one (1) staff representative from Saanich 
Engineering Department.   
 
The Public Art Coordinator will be the liason between the artists and the Jury. 
 

Communication 

All verbal and written communication regarding the public art competition is to be directed to the 
Public Art Coordinator.  Artists may not contact jury members to discuss any matters related to 
public art, their proposal, or the review process, until after a winner has been chosen.  The only 
exception to this rule would be if the artist is a chosen finalist and is invited to a formal jury 
meeting to discuss their application.  If an artist is determined to have contacted a juror as 
outlined above, the artist will be removed from the competition.  
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Selection Process 

In order to let the art proposals speak for themselves, artist’s names will not be provided to the 
jury when they are viewing submissions during Stage One of the competition.  Applications will 
be given a reference number and a key will be prepared and maintained by the Public Art 
Coordinator. The Public Art Coordinator is a non-voting member of the jury.    
 

The jury will not become aware of the specific artists until Stage Two of the competition.  As part 
of Stage Two, chosen artists will be able to explain their proposal to the Jury at one of its formal 
meetings. 
 

Competition Schedule & Deadlines 

1 Artist/Public Open House 

A chance for artists to discuss the competition process and 
ask questions.   
Drop by anytime between 3:00pm and 7:00 pm on April 
12, 2018, at Cedar Hill Recreation & Arts Centre (3220 
Cedar Hill Road).   

2 
Deadline for First Stage 
submissions: 

4:30 p.m. May 7, 2018. 

3 
Notification to short-listed 
artists: 

By the week of May 29, 2018. 

4 
Deadline for Stage Two 
submissions: 

To Be Announced  

5 Interview Process: To Be Announced 

6 Final Jury meeting To Be Announced 

7 Notification of artists: To Be Announced 

8 Announcement of Winner To Be Announced 

9 Artwork completion deadline: Date to be determined.   

 

Application Forms & Submission Requirements 

A Stage One application form is attached to this document (See Schedule Two attached). This 
form outlines the requirements for a Stage One submission.  Although some artwork may be 
recognizable, we will be presenting the submission as anonymous (or as a “blind” review) to the 
Jury as much as possible.  We request that the file name for each digital image include the first 
initial and last name of the artist and the corresponding number from the image list in the Stage 1 
Application Form.   
 
Submissions will be returned to artists by mail if a self-addressed, stamped envelope (with 
sufficient postage) is included with the submission, or it may be picked up after the competition is 
complete.  The Corporation of the District of Saanich is not responsible for damage that may 
result from the mailing of submissions. 
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Obligations of Artist  

The obligations of the artist who is chosen through the competition process includes the following 
as part of the contract: 

 Supply everything necessary to execute the artwork; 

 Obtain and maintain personal insurance coverage and Comprehensive Public Liability and 
Property Damage Insurance during the period of the contract; 

 Register with the Workers Compensation Board; 

 Sign a contract with the Corporation of the District of Saanich that outlines schedule, 
payment and other pertinent conditions; 

 Retains copyright of the work, but the artist grants the Corporation of the District of 
Saanich the right to photograph the winning submission for future information brochures 
and promotional material and for archival purposes; and 

 Submit detailed instructions for maintenance (if required) of the work. 
 

Submission Deadline 

The submission deadline for Stage One of the Canada 150 Public Art Competition is 4:30 pm 
May 7, 2018. Submission packages are to be addressed as follows: 
 
Canada 150 Public Art Competition  
Attention: Public Art Co-ordinator 
District of Saanich 
Planning Department 
770 Vernon Avenue  
Victoria BC, V8X 2W7 
 
Submissions will not be accepted after the above-noted date and time. 
 

Information Open House 

An information Open House will be held so artists who are considering an application can ask 
questions regarding this specific public art competition. The information open house will be held 
on April 12, 2018 at Cedar Hill Recreation & Arts Centre.  Artists may drop by anytime between 3 
and 7 p.m.  
 

Questions 

If you have any questions regarding the competition please direct any enquires to: 
Public Art Coordinator 
Planning Department 
District of Saanich, 770 Vernon Avenue, Victoria  BC, V8X 2W7 
Phone: (250) 475-5471       
Email: planning@saanich.ca 
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ATTACHMENTS:  
Schedule One • Site photos 
Schedule Two • Stage One Application Form 
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Schedule One:  Site Photos – Cedar Hill Park near intersection of Cedar Hill Road and Finlayson Road 
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Schedule Two: 

THE DISTRICT OF SAANICH PUBLIC ART PROPOSAL CALL 
Stage One Application Form   
Public Art Competition -   Canada 150 Commemoration  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

A.  CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Artist’s Name 
 

 

Address 
 

 

City 
 

 

Postal Code 
 

 

Phone # 
 

 

E-mail 
 

 

B. REQUIRED SUBMISSION MATERIAL FROM ARTIST FOR STAGE ONE: 

Please ensure that the following information is enclosed with this entry form: 

 Signed Entry Form 

 One (1) copy of a typed statement on the artist’s philosophical and general concept for 
the project. The statement may not exceed one (8.5" x 11.5") page. 

 Conceptual two dimensional drawing(s) or image(s) of the proposal. 

 One (1) copy of the entrant’s brief resume outlining experience and training, focussing 
on experience relevant to this project. 

 Up to a maximum of twelve (12) digital images (or paper copies) of previous relevant 
work for the entry. The images should be numbered to correspond with the completed 
image sheet attached to this form. 

 A completed digital image list (see attached form). 
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 Self-addressed, stamped envelope for the return of documented work. Please ensure 
sufficient postage.  Submissions not accompanied by a self-addressed stamped 
envelope will not be returned by mail, and will be kept in the Saanich Planning 
Department for a period of three (3) months from the stage one deadline. If you wish to 
pick up your submission in person you may do so during the three month period.  After 
the three month “hold period”, submissions will be recycled/disposed of accordingly. 
 

C.  AGREEMENT WITH TERMS & CONDITIONS OF PROPOSAL CALL:   

To The Corporation of the District of Saanich:   I hereby make submission for the competition in 

accordance with the terms & condition outlined in the proposal call. 
Artist’s Signature: 
 
 
Date: 
 
 
 

D.  ARTIST CATALOGUE: (OPTIONAL)   

In certain circumstances the District of Saanich will undertake a direct proposal call or a commission for 
public art.  To facilitate this process Saanich is developing a catalogue of artists and samples of their 

work.  If you would like to be added to this catalogue for the future please let the Public Art Coordinator 
know. 

 

Public Art Co-ordinator 
District of Saanich, 770 Vernon Avenue, Saanich, BC, V8X 2W7  

Phone:  475-5471    
Email: planning@saanich.ca 

 

 See “Image Sheet” attached. 
 

 
 

  



 

 

IMAGE SHEET 
Please ensure that the file name of each image includes the first initial and last name of the artist and the 

corresponding number from the list on this “image sheet.” If the work is permanently installed, the 

location is to be identified.  
 

For printed images, please ensure that each image is labeled with the corresponding number on this 
“image sheet” and do not add the artist’s name to the image to help us prepare a blind process as much 

as possible.  

IMAGE 1 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

IMAGE  2 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

IMAGE  3 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

IMAGE  4 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  



 

 

IMAGE  5 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

IMAGE  6 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

IMAGE  7 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

IMAGE  8 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

 

 
 

 



 

 

IMAGE  9 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   
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IMAGE  10 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

IMAGE  11 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

IMAGE  12 

Title  

Medium  

Size  

Date   

Site  

 
  

 

 

 

 


